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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM 

Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [12.10 pm]: I am pleased to report that 

applications have been called for the fourth round of funding for the state government’s $6 million 

environmental community grants program. The environmental community grants program has been enormously 

popular. Since this Liberal–National government initiative commenced in 2009, there have been 433 grants 

awarded, totalling more than $4.5 million for local community projects. Last year, a record 164 grants were paid, 

totalling more than $1.58 million, up from 129 in 2010. 

Some remarkable and innovative conservation projects have been implemented as a result of this grants program, 

and these are providing biodiversity conservation benefits to the community, not just now but into the future. 

Environmental community grants are available in eight categories from biodiversity conservation, fauna rescue, 

and protection of high-value areas by landholders on private land. The projects funded have been undertaken in 

areas right across the state, from the Kimberley to the southern coast and through the wheatbelt and the Great 

Western Woodlands.  

Priority under the program is given to projects that achieve on-ground actions and those that help build 

partnerships, recognising that successful conservation requires wide stewardship. The projects funded to date 

include projects to protect threatened species and their habitats; revegetation of natural vegetation and 

waterways, including the Swan River; weed and pest control; and environmental education. 

When I announced this funding round, I had the pleasure of visiting Lake Claremont, where I planted the first 

sedge in an important environmental community grants project. Lake Claremont is a conservation category 

wetland and a Bush Forever site. Last year, a $30 000 Environmental Community Grant was provided to the 

Friends of Lake Claremont to rehabilitate a portion of the lake bed infested with introduced Typha, which is a 

flowering grass plant. The Typha will be removed and the area planted with native sedges. Another 2011 

environmental community grant for $37 800 was provided to the Town of Claremont for a living stream project 

that will use nutrient stripping vegetation to improve the quality of stormwater run-off entering Lake Claremont. 

Both projects provide a good example of the partnership approach favoured by environmental community grants. 

I am sure members can appreciate the importance of this initiative, and will encourage eligible constituents to 

apply for funding by 2 April.  

 


